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A Reopening Guide to Essential Businesses and Phased 
Openings: 
NYS data is relevant the day it was published and subject to change. Some event/activities 
have not been updated since 2020 and the state will revise as the event or activity gets closer. 

 

What You Need to Know as of February 19, 2021 

• The Wyoming County Health Department vaccine clinics have administered 2,503 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine to date. Additional locations have also administered doses (hospital, 
pharmacies, physician offices etc) and the number of vaccinated individuals in priority 
populations is higher.  
 

• The current list of locations in Wyoming County registered with New York State as vaccine 
clinics can be found here; appointments are subject to vaccine availability locally. 
 

• The Wyoming County Health Department does not open the registration portal until it knows 
how much vaccine is received for the clinics. This avoids having to cancel appointments if 
vaccine is not shipped as requested. The county created a website to check regularly for 
updates and upcoming clinic announcements. COVID-19 vaccine clinics will be 
announced as additional vaccine is received from New York State. 
 

• Detailed eligibility guidance for Phase 1A & 1B vaccinations can be found here. The 
Wyoming County Health Department cannot make vaccination appointments over the phone 
at this time. Please do not call the Response Line, main office, or any other department for 
vaccine scheduling. At current vaccine supply levels from NYS, it may take months to 
vaccinate everyone eligible in Phases 1A-1B and additional eligible populations. 
 

• Beginning February 15, 2021 adults of any age with certain pre-existing conditions will be 
eligible to be vaccinated. The Health Department will schedule clinics based on vaccine 
supply and guidance from NYS. Continue to check http://www.wyomingco.net for clinic 
availability. 
 

• Pharmacies and physician practices in Wyoming County are receiving vaccine directly from 
New York State as supply is received. You may wish to reach out to your primary care 
provider or pharmacist directly or check the list of pharmacies here.  
 

• The NYS Vaccine Tracker can be found here. The dashboard reports the number of 1st and 
2nd dose vaccinations distributed and administered across the state of New York. The 
dashboard is updated daily with data as of approximately 11 am the same day. Vaccination 
program numbers are for doses distributed and delivered to New York for the state’s 
vaccination program, and do not include those reserved for the federal government’s Long 
Term Care Facility program. 
 

https://www.wycochamber.org/links-and-resources/covid-19-resources
https://www.wycochamber.org/links-and-resources/covid-19-resources
https://www.wyomingco.net/595/COVID-19
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/phased-distribution-vaccine#phase-1a---phase-1b
http://www.wyomingco.net/
https://www.wycochamber.org/links-and-resources/covid-19-resources
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccine-tracker
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• Vaccine information is also available at the newly created Finger Lakes Vaccine Hub  
The Finger Lakes COVID-19 Vaccine Hub collaborates with health departments, health care 
providers and community partners across the region. 
 

• According to the Wyoming County Health Department, higher-risk and moderate risk sports 
may proceed in Wyoming County according to New York State guidelines for INTERIM 
GUIDANCE FOR SPORTS AND RECREATION DURING THE COVID-19 PUBLIC 
HEALTH EMERGENCY which were announced by Governor Cuomo last Friday, January 22 
and will become effective on February 1. Districts and sponsoring agencies can develop and 
implement additional measures to keep competitors, coaches, officials and spectators safe. 
The Wyoming County Health Department will continue monitoring several factors to provide 
for the continuation of higher risk sports and recreation activities. 
  

• The New York State summary guidelines are posted on the NYForward website. All 
responsible parties (schools, businesses, leagues, organizations) must read and affirm the 
State’s detailed guidelines and develop a safety plan using the links below: 

o Sports and Recreation Master Guidance 
o Sports and Recreation Summary Guidance 
o Safety Plan Template 

 
• Public Gatherings: Indoor and outdoor gatherings statewide at private 

residences will be limited to no more than 10 people beginning Friday, November 13, at 
10 p.m. Existing non-essential gathering limits are in effect otherwise. 

• Bars, Restaurants, Gyms: Bars, restaurants, gyms and fitness centers, as well as any 
State Liquor Authority-licensed establishment, must close in-person service from 11 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. daily. The Governor has signed Executive Order 202.94 extending closing 
times for bars, restaurants, gyms and fitness centers, casinos, billiards halls, as well as 
other State Liquor Authority-licensed establishments, from 10 p.m. to 11 p.m. statewide 
beginning February 14. 

• Masks & Face Coverings: Individuals must wear face coverings when they are in a 
public and are: within six feet of distance from other individuals; or in a situation or 
setting where they are unable to maintain six feet of distance from other individuals; or in 
a public or private transportation carrier or for-hire vehicle. 

• Executive Order 202.16 directs employers to provide essential workers with masks free 
of charge to wear when interacting with the public. 

• Business operations: Executive Order 202.34 authorizes businesses to deny entry 
to individuals who do not wear masks or face-coverings.  

• Ski Resorts: Reopened with 50 percent indoor capacity and with strict health and safety 
protocols under state-issued guidance on Friday, November 6, 2020. 

• Movie theaters outside of New York City reopened on October 23, 2020 at 
25% capacity with no more than 50 people allowed in front of each screen. Theaters can 
only open outside of New York City in counties that have COVID-19 positivity rates of 
less than 2 percent on a 14-day average and do not have any cluster zones. 

• School Graduations: Outdoor, socially distanced graduations of up to 150 people were 
allowed beginning June 26, 2020, subject to any outbreaks or significant changes in the 

https://flvaccinehub.com/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationSummaryGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationSummaryGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20216-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20234-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
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metrics. Schools will also be permitted to hold drive-in and drive-through graduation 
ceremonies this year. 

• Summer School: Will be conducted through distance learning this year to help reduce 
the risk of spread. Meal programs and child care services for essential employees will 
continue. 

• Indoor family entertainment/amusement/summer camps: The state announced 
2/27/21 that indoor family entertainment centers and places of amusement can open 
with a 25 percent capacity limit beginning Friday, March 26. Outdoor amusement parks 
can open with a 33 percent capacity limit beginning Friday, April 9. All facilities must 
submit reopening plans with health protocols to the local health department. Additionally, 
day and overnight summer camps in New York State can begin to plan for reopening. 
The Department of Health will issue specific reopening guidance, including details on 
timing, in the coming weeks. 

• Higher Education: The State will issue guidance to colleges and universities to allow 
some in person instruction and on-campus housing and for the fall semester. Campuses 
must develop a plan, which attests to meeting the guidance and file plans with the State. 

• Youth Sports: Low-risk youth sports for regions in phase three of reopening began on 
July 6, 2020 with up to two spectators allowed per child. 

• Veterinarians: Practices were permitted to open in all regions of the state on May 26, 
2020. 

• Dentists: Offices reopened statewide on June 1, 2020. They are subject to state 
guidance on best practices for safety and social distancing. 

• Medical Schools: Medical schools statewide were allowed to reopen on June 22, 
2020, following appropriate precautions, in order to safely prepare for and welcome new 
cohorts of medical students this summer and fall.  

• Hospital Visitation: Hospitals and group homes were allowed to accept visitors at their 
discretion starting June 16, 2020. Any facility that chooses to allow visitors must follow 
state guidelines, including time-limited visits and requiring visitors to wear PPE and be 
subject to symptom and temperature checks. The prohibition on nursing home visitors 
remains in place as the state Department of Health continues to review. 

• Travelers:  All New York State roads, bridges and tunnels remain open. Essential travel 
is still allowed. That said, the public is urged to stay home and travel only if necessary. 
Be sure to practice social distancing. For current status of road and bridge closures in 
New York State, please visit 511NY.org or call 511.  It is also recommend that you 
contact the local county health department for the area you plan to visit/travel through. 

• State Parks: State Parks are open and entrance fees have been waived. There are 
certain parking and trail restrictions. See NYS Parks COVID-19 page for more details. 

• Golf at State Parks: Golf courses operated by State Parks were permitted to open on 
April 25, 2020. Operating schedules will differ across the state. Call the course directly 
for current information. 

• Camping & Pavilion/Shelters: Campgrounds and RV parks opened statewide on May 
25. Visit the NYS Parks camping page for details. 

https://forward.ny.gov/statewide-guidelines#statewide-guidelines
https://forward.ny.gov/statewide-guidelines#statewide-guidelines
http://511ny.org/
https://parks.ny.gov/covid19/
https://parks.ny.gov/golf/
https://parks.ny.gov/camping/
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• Marinas, boatyards and marine manufacturers: Allowed to open for personal use as 
long as strict social distancing and sanitization protocols are followed.  

• Landscaping, Gardening, Tennis & Drive-In-Movie Theaters: These and other low-
risk business and recreational activities reopened statewide on May 15, 2020. 

• New York Beaches: In coordination with neighboring states, public and private beaches 
opened under these guidelines on May 22, 2020. 

• Travel guidelines are in effect that allow out-of-state travelers to “test out” of the 
mandatory 14-day quarantine.  

• The cluster action initiative  addresses COVID-19 hot spots across the state. 
• Go to New York's COVID Report Card to find COVID-19 positive case data for every 

school district in the state. 
• Governor Cuomo signs an Executive order stating that businesses violating the 

reopening guidelines could result in immediate loss of their liquor license and a shut 
down order; the area immediately outside their locations are also the responsibility of the 
business. 

• A new COVID Rental Assistance Program will provide aid to low-income families who 
lost income due to the pandemic  

• Regions in phase four will be permitted to hold social gatherings of up to 50 people; and 
indoor religious gatherings will be allowed at up to 33 percent of the indoor site's 
capacity. 

• The $100M New York Forward Loan Fund will provide loans to small businesses, 
focusing on minority and women owned small businesses, that did not receive federal 
COVID-19 assistance. 

• The Open Enrollment Period for uninsured New Yorkers has been extended through 
March 31, 2021. New Yorkers can apply for coverage through NY State of Health or 
directly through insurers. 

• If you have been on quarantine due to contact with someone known to have COVID-19: 
o a negative test does NOT release you from quarantine. 
o It is essential to wait 10 days full days to make sure that no infection appears, 

even if you have no symptoms, before being released from quarantine. 
o Quarantine should last 10 days from the last exposure to a person with known 

COVID-19. 
o In addition, you should continue to monitor yourself for any signs or symptoms of 

COVID-19 for up to 14 days after that last exposure.  
o If you have any questions about your period of quarantine, please call your Local 

Health Department. 
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention updated its guidance regarding quarantine 

following exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19. According to the 
guidance, 'asymptomatic fully vaccinated individuals', meaning those who have received 
both shots and at least two weeks have passed since the second shot, are no longer 
required to quarantine within 90 days after the second shot. Quarantine requirements 
only for New Yorkers who have received both shots will be similarly updated to reflect 
the CDC's new guidance.  

• A moratorium on residential evictions is now in place until May 1, 2021 for tenants who 
have endured COVID-related hardship.  

https://forward.ny.gov/statewide-guidelines#statewide-guidelines
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://schoolcovidreportcard.health.ny.gov/#/home
https://esd.ny.gov/economic-recovery-covid-19-loans-small-businesses
https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-signs-covid-19-emergency-eviction-and-foreclosure-prevention-act-2020
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• Indoor and outdoor gatherings at private residences are limited to no more than 10 
people.  

• New travel guidelines are in effect that allow out-of-state travelers to “test out” of the 
mandatory 10-day quarantine.  

 

What is an ESSENTIAL BUSINESS? 
 
For purposes of Executive Order 202.6, “Essential Business,” shall mean businesses operating 
in or as: (Data as of October 2020) 
 
1. Essential health care operations including 

• research and laboratory services 
• hospitals 
• walk-in-care health clinics and facilities 
• veterinary and livestock medical services 
• senior/elder care 
• medical wholesale and distribution 
• home health care workers or aides for the elderly 
• doctors and doctors’ offices 
• dentists and dental practices 
• nursing homes, residential health care facilities, or congregate care facilities 
• medical supplies and equipment manufacturers and providers 
• licensed mental health providers 
• licensed substance abuse treatment providers 
• medical billing support personnel 
• speech pathologists and speech therapy 
• chiropractic services 
• acupuncture 
• physical therapy 
• occupational therapy 

  
2. Essential infrastructure including 

• public and private utilities including but not limited to power generation, fuel supply, and 
transmission 

• public water and wastewater 
• telecommunications and data centers 
• airlines/airports 
• commercial shipping vessels/ports and seaports 
• transportation infrastructure such as bus, rail, for-hire vehicles, garages 
• hotels, and other places of accommodation, including campgrounds. Campgrounds must 

take precautions to ensure campers maintain appropriate social distancing and adhere 
to proper cleaning and disinfecting protocols, including but not limited to maintaining six 
feet of distance between campers, unless wearing an acceptable face covering, 
excluding persons from the same household who are camping together. 

  
3. Essential manufacturing including 

• food processing, manufacturing agents including all foods and beverages 
• chemicals 
• medical equipment/instruments 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
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• pharmaceuticals 
• sanitary products including personal care products regulated by the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) 
• telecommunications 
• microelectronics/semi-conductor 
• food-producing agriculture/farms 
• household paper products 
• defense industry and the transportation infrastructure 
• automobiles 
• any parts or components necessary for essential products that are referenced within this 

guidance 
  
4. Essential retail including 

• grocery stores including all food and beverage stores 
• pharmacies 
• convenience stores 
• farmer’s markets 
• gas stations 
• restaurants/bars (but only for take-out/delivery) 
• hardware, appliance, and building material stores 
• pet food 
• telecommunications to service existing customers and accounts 
• in regions that are not yet within the first phase of the state's regional reopening 

plan, delivery for orders placed remotely via phone or online at non-essential retail 
establishments; provided, however, that only one employee is physically present at the 
business location to fulfill orders 

  
5. Essential services including 

• 2020 Census operations and activities 
• trash and recycling collection, processing, and disposal 
• mail and shipping services 
• laundromats and other clothing/fabric cleaning services 
• building cleaning and maintenance 
• child care services 
• bicycle repair 
• auto repair and maintenance 
• automotive sales conducted remotely or electronically, with in-person vehicle showing, 

return, and delivery by appointment only 
• warehouse/distribution and fulfillment 
• funeral homes, crematoriums and cemeteries 
• storage for essential businesses 
• maintenance for the infrastructure of the facility or to maintain or safeguard materials or 

products therein 
• animal shelters and animal care including dog walking, animal boarding and pet 

grooming but only to the extent necessary to ensure animal health 
• landscaping, gardening and horticulture  
• designing, printing, publishing and signage companies to the extent that they support 

essential businesses or services 
• remote instruction or streaming of classes from public or private schools or health/fitness 

centers; provided, however, that no in-person congregate classes are permitted 
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6. News media 
  
7. Financial Institutions including 

• banks or lending institution 
• insurance 
• payroll 
• accounting 
• services related to financial markets, except debt collection 

  
8. Providers of basic necessities to economically disadvantaged populations including 

• homeless shelters and congregate care facilities 
• food banks 
• human services providers whose function includes the direct care of patients in state-

licensed or funded voluntary programs; the care, protection, custody and oversight of 
individuals both in the community and in state-licensed residential facilities; those 
operating community shelters and other critical human services agencies providing 
direct care or support 

  
9. Construction 
All non-essential construction is limited to only staging activities in regions that are not yet within 
the first phase of the state’s reopening plan, except emergency construction, (e.g. a project 
necessary to protect health and safety of the occupants, or to continue a project if it would be 
unsafe to allow to remain undone, but only to the point that it is safe to suspend work). 
Essential construction includes: 

• construction for, or your business provides necessary support for construction projects 
involving, roads, bridges, transit facilities, utilities, hospitals or healthcare facilities, 
homeless shelters, or public or private schools; 

• construction for affordable housing, as defined as construction work where either (i) a 
minimum of 20% of the residential units are or will be deemed affordable and are or will 
be subject to a regulatory agreement and/or a declaration from a local, state, or federal 
government agency or (ii) where the project is being undertaken by, or on behalf of, a 
public housing authority; 

• construction necessary to protect the health and safety of occupants of a structure; 
• construction necessary to continue a project if allowing the project to remain undone 

would be unsafe, provided that the construction must be shut down when it is safe to do 
so; 

• construction for existing (i.e. currently underway) projects of an essential business; or 
• construction work that is being completed by a single worker who is the sole 

employee/worker on the job site. 
At every site, it is required that the personnel working on the site maintain an appropriate social 
distance, including for purposes of elevators/meals/entry and exits.  Sites that cannot maintain 
appropriate social distancing, as well as cleaning/disinfecting protocols must close. Enforcement 
will be conducted by state and local governments, including fines up to $10,000 per violation. 
Construction may continue solely with respect to those employees that must be present at the 
business location/construction site in support of essential business activities. No other 
employees/personnel shall be permitted to work in-person at the business location/construction 
site.  For staging activities, an in-person workforce may be present on-site to: 

• Clean, sanitize, and/or disinfect common and work areas; 
• Test run hoists, elevators, cranes, and other equipment; 
• Establish new and multiple entrances/exists to control the movement of personnel and 

allow for health screening, including temperature taking; 
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• Install hand hygiene/wash stations or retrofit existing ones with touchless faucets and 
dispensers; 

• Install health screening stations or devices at entrances; 
• Affix social distancing, hygiene, and cleaning/disinfection signage, including posters, 

markers, and directional arrows; 
• Deliver and stockpile personal protective equipment (e.g. face coverings, face shields, 

gloves); and 
• Order, unload, and rough set materials that specialty contractors or subcontractors need 

to perform work (e.g. structural supports, piping, conduits, drywall). 
As noted above, local governments, including municipalities and school districts, are allowed to 
continue construction projects at this time as government entities are exempt from these 
essential business restrictions. However, to the greatest extent possible, local governments 
should postpone any non-essential projects and only proceed with essential projects when they 
can implement appropriate social distancing and cleaning/disinfecting protocols. Essential 
projects should be considered those that have a nexus to health and safety of the building 
occupants or to support the broader essential services that are required to fulfill the critical 
operations of government or the emergency response to the COVID-19 public health crisis. 
  
10. Defense 

• defense and national security-related operations supporting the U.S. Government or a 
contractor to the US government 

  
11. Essential services necessary to maintain the safety, sanitation and essential operations of 
residences or other businesses including 

• law enforcement, including corrections and community supervision 
• fire prevention and response 
• building code enforcement 
• security 
• emergency management and response, EMS and 911 dispatch 
• building cleaners or janitors 
• general and specialized maintenance whether employed by the entity directly or a 

vendor, including but not limited to heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) and 
pool maintenance 

• automotive repair 
• cleaning, disinfection, and sanitation services 
• occupational safety and health professionals 
• residential and commercial moving services 

  
12. Vendors that provide essential services or products, including logistics and technology 
support, child care and services including but not limited to: 

• logistics 
• technology support for online services 
• child care programs and services 
• government owned or leased buildings 
• essential government services 
• any personnel necessary for online or distance learning or classes delivered via remote 

means 
  
13. Recreation 

• Parks and other open public spaces, including playgrounds and other areas of 
congregation within the discretion of the state or local government so long as 
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appropriate social distancing of at least six feet among individuals can be abided, 
acceptable face coverings are worn by individuals who are over the age of two and able 
to medically tolerate such coverings, and frequent cleaning/disinfection measures are in 
place for hard surfaces and objects frequently touched by multiple people (e.g., 
handrails, benches) 

• Outdoor, low-risk recreational activities are permitted so long as social distancing and 
cleaning/disinfecting measures are in place: 

• tennis; 
• non-motorized boat use and rentals, such as row boats, kayaks, canoes;  
• golf and driving ranges, except miniature (mini) golf, with food and retail services 

subject to the restrictions that are currently in effect within the region; 
• racket games, such as badminton, pickleball, racquetball; 
• toss/bowl games, such horseshoes, bocce, bean bag toss, croquet; 
• flying disc games, such as disc golf and frisbee; 
• shuffleboard; 
• aerial rope courses or zip lining; 
• rope courses including aerial rope courses; 
• batting cages; 
• shooting ranges; and 
• swim classes and swim instruction. 

• Drive-in movie theaters so long as social distancing and cleaning/disinfecting measures 
are in place 

• Marinas, boatyards, and recreational marine manufacturers, for ongoing marina 
operations and boat repair/maintenance, where such facilities adhere to strict social 
distancing and sanitization protocols. In regions that are not within the first phase of the 
state's regional reopening plan, use of such sites for the purposes of personal use or 
operation of boats or other watercraft is permissible, provided that no establishment offer 
chartered motorized watercraft services or motorized boat rentals. Restaurant activity at 
such sites are limited to take-out or delivery only. 

  
14. Professional services with extensive restrictions 

• Lawyers may continue to perform all work necessary for any service so long as it is 
performed remotely.  Any in-person work presence shall be limited to work only in 
support of essential businesses or services; however, even work in support of an 
essential business or service should be conducted as remotely as possible. 

• Real estate services shall be conducted remotely for all transactions, including but not 
limited to title searches, appraisals, permitting, inspections, and the recordation, legal, 
financial and other services necessary to complete a transfer of real property; provided, 
however, that any services and parts therein may be conducted in-person only to the 
extent legally necessary and in accordance with appropriate social distancing and 
cleaning/disinfecting protocols; and nothing within this provision should be construed to 
allow brokerage and branch offices to remain open to the general public (i.e. not clients). 

  
Pursuant to Executive Order 202.42 and 202.45, all non-essential gatherings of individuals of 
any size for any reasons (e.g., parties, celebrations, or other social events) are limited to no 
more than twenty-five (25) or fewer people in regions that have reached Phase Three of 
reopening, and no more than fifty (50) people in regions that have reached Phase Four of 
reopening, so long as appropriate social distancing and face covering requirements are 
followed. Under Executive Order 202.41, any region that has not yet entered Phase Three of 
reopening, non-essential gatherings cannot exceed ten (10) people, and social distancing and 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20242-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency#:%7E:text=No.-,202.42%3A%20Continuing%20Temporary%20Suspension%20and%20Modification%20of,Relating%20to%20the%20Disaster%20Emergency&text=WHEREAS%2C%20both%20travel%2Drelated%20cases,THEREFORE%2C%20I%2C%20Andrew%20M.
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20245-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
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face covering requirements must be adhered to. 
  
If the function of your business is listed above, you do not need to request any special 
designation or approval to operate.  
If you have reviewed this guidance and require additional assistance in determining whether or 
not your business is permitted to operate on-site, you may consult the New York Forward 
Business Reopening Lookup Tool here.   
  
Restrictions on requesting designation as an essential business: 
Pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Orders, the following businesses are specifically 
enumerated as non-essential and are, therefore, unable to request a designation, but should 
continue to monitor the New York Forward website for additional developments: 

• Any large gathering or event venues, including but not limited to establishments that host 
concerts, conferences, or other in-person performances or presentations in front of an 
in-person audience, except as otherwise permitted below; 

• All places of public amusement, whether indoors or outdoors, including but not limited to, 
locations with amusement rides, carnivals, amusement parks, water parks, arcades, 
fairs, children’s play centers, funplexes, theme parks, bowling alleys, family and 
children’s attractions;  

Certain businesses and places of arts and entertainment, including but not limited to multi-
disciplinary event venues and theater spaces, may reopen to the public only for the limited 
purpose of conducting activities and operations that have been permitted as a part of the State’s 
phased reopening (e.g., low-risk indoor arts and entertainment, media production).  Please 
consult the specific New York Forward guidance as it applies to the currently permitted activities 
and operations. 
If you have reviewed this guidance and require additional assistance in determining whether or 
not your business is permitted to operate on-site, you may consult the New York Forward 
Business Reopening Lookup Tool here.   
  

Restrictions on requesting designation as an essential business: 
Pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Orders, the following businesses are specifically 
enumerated as non-essential and are, therefore, unable to request a designation, but should 
continue to monitor the New York Forward website for additional developments: 

• Any large gathering or event venues, including but not limited to establishments that host 
concerts, conferences, or other in-person performances or presentations in front of an 
in-person audience; 

• Any facility authorized to conduct video lottery gaming or casino gaming; 
• Any gym, fitness centers, or exercise classes, except the remote or streaming service 

noted above; 
• Any movie theater, except drive-ins; 
• Any indoor common portions of retail shopping malls with 100,000 or more square feet 

of retail space available for lease; and 
• All places of public amusement, whether indoors or outdoors, including but not limited to, 

locations with amusement rides, carnivals, amusement parks, water parks, arcades, 
fairs, children’s play centers, funplexes, theme parks, bowling alleys, family and 
children’s attractions;  

 

 

https://www.businessexpress.ny.gov/app/nyforward
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://forward.ny.gov/
https://www.businessexpress.ny.gov/app/nyforward
https://forward.ny.gov/
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What is included in the Phased Reopening? 

Phase One: (May 15) 

Construction 

• Building Equipment Contractors 
• Building Finishing Contractors 
• Foundation, Structure, and Building Exterior Contractors 
• Highway, Street and Bridge Construction 
• Land Subdivision  
• Nonresidential Building Construction 
• Residential Building Construction 
• Utility System Construction 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting 

• Other Animal Production 
• Other Crop Production 
• Support Activities for Animal Production 
• Support Activities for Crop Production 
• Support Activities for Forestry 

Retail Trade 

• Phase One includes delivery, curbside, and in-store pickup service only for the following 
businesses: 

• Clothing Stores 
• Direct Selling Establishments 
• Electronics and Appliance Stores 
• Electronic Shopping and Mail-Order Houses 
• Furniture and Home Furnishing Stores 
• Florists 
• General Merchandise Stores 
• Health and Personal Care Stores 
• Jewelry, Luggage, and Leather Goods Stores 
• Lawn and Garden Equipment and Supplies Stores 
• Office Supplies, Stationery, and Gift Stores 
• Used Merchandise Stores 
• Shoe Stores 
• Sporting Goods, Hobby, Musical Instrument and Book Stores 
• Other Miscellaneous Store Retailers 

Manufacturing 

• Apparel Manufacturing 
• Computer and Electronic Product Manufacturing 
• Electric Lighting Equipment Manufacturing 
• Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing 
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• Furniture and Related Product Manufacturing 
• Leather and Allied Product Manufacturing 
• Machinery Manufacturing 
• Nonmetallic Mineral Product Manufacturing 
• Paper Manufacturing 
• Petroleum and Coal Products Manufacturing 
• Plastics and Rubber Products Manufacturing 
• Printing and Related Support Activities 
• Textile Mills 
• Textile Product Mills 
• Wood Product Manufacturing 
• Other Miscellaneous Manufacturing 

Wholesale Trade 

• Apparel, Piece Goods, and Notions Merchant Wholesalers 
• Chemical and Allied Products Merchant Wholesalers 
• Furniture and Home Furnishing Merchant Wholesalers 
• Household Appliances and Electrical and Electronic Goods Merchant Wholesalers 
• Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies Merchant Wholesalers 
• Metal and Mineral (except Petroleum) Merchant Wholesalers 
• Paper and Paper Product Merchant Wholesalers 
• Professional and Commercial Equipment and Supplies Merchant Wholesalers 
• Wholesale Electronic Markets and Agents and Brokers 
• Miscellaneous Durable Goods Merchant Wholesalers 

Higher Education Research 

 

 

Phase 2: (May 29) 

• Offices 
• Real Estate 
• Essential and Phase II In-Store Retail 
• Vehicle Sales, Leases, and Rentals 
• Retail Rental, Repair, and Cleaning 
• Commercial Building Management 
• Hair Salons and Barbershops 
• Outdoor and Take-Out/Delivery Food Services 

 

Phase 3: (June 12) 

• Restaurants and food services establishments, including food trucks and other food 
concessions. Establishments may open indoor spaces with seating for customers, in 
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accordance with the guidelines.  (Limit indoor capacity to no more than 50% of 
maximum 
occupancy, exclusive of employees. Limit outdoor capacity to the number of tables 
that can 
be safely and appropriately arranged, such that each table is a minimum of 6 ft. away 
from another.)  

• Personal Care including non-hair-related personal care businesses and services, 
including tattoo and piercing facilities, appearance enhancement practitioners, 
massage therapy, spas, cosmetology, nail specialty, UV and non-UV tanning, or 
waxing.   

Additionally, these may open/occur with limitations: 

• Garage sales 
• Public and private owners and operators of pools and recreational aquatic spray 

grounds, including but not limited to cities, villages, towns, campgrounds, children’s 
camps, day cares, hotels, assisted living facilities, schools, colleges, universities, mobile 
home parks, homeowners’ associations, and apartment complexes. This guidance does 
not apply to private homeowner’s pools. 

 

Phase 4: (June 26) 

• Higher Education 
• Low-Risk Outdoor Arts & Entertainment 
• Low-Risk Indoor Arts & Entertainment 
• Media Production 
• Professional Sports Competitions With No Fans 
• Malls 
• Gyms and Fitness Centers 
• Gaming facilities 
• Movie theaters   

 

Modifications continue to be made to the above information. Please visit https://forward.ny.gov/ 
for the latest updates and/or detailed guidance. 

 

Information has been sourced from: 
www.NY.Gov 
www.Forward.NY.Gov 
www.wycochamber.org 

 

https://forward.ny.gov/

